
Winnebago 
Industries, Inc. Hits 
the Road with Wdesk



An All-in-One Solution

In early 2010 a unique opportunity 
presented itself. Workiva invited 
Winnebago Industries to beta test its 
new end-to-end, cloud-based Wdesk 
SEC reporting solution for developing 
and filing external reports.

Wdesk saves time and money while 
improving SEC report accuracy by:

• streamlining the report development 
process through collaboration

• converting reports to the SEC’s required 
EDGAR format with a click of a button

• integrating XBRL tagging and instance 
document creation

• enabling electronic filing of reports 
directly with the SEC

“I wasn’t familiar with any application 
that did what Wdesk does,” says 
Nielsen. “When I first saw Wdesk, I 
thought I was going to be learning 
about a company that had XBRL tagging 
capabilities,” she said, “After our initial 
demo was conducted, I learned that this 
application was much more powerful 
than what I originally thought.” After 
careful consideration, Winnebago 
Industries agreed to participate in 
the Wdesk beta testing program.

The Workiva team trained Nielsen’s team 
during an on-site training session at 
Winnebago Industries’ headquarters. “I 
thought the training and the follow up 
was really good,” says Brian Hrubes, 
Controller. “They spent the time to put 
in our own live info into the solution so it 
meant something to us. It was easier to 
learn because we recognized the data.”

Nielsen concurs. “It was a very easy 
training process. It is all intuitive,” she 
says. “I was happy that people were able 
to pick it up fairly easily.”

Nielsen adds that the cloud-based 
solution eliminated the need for the 
company’s IT department to get 
involved with application installation 
and setup. “It is all in the cloud, and from 
our IT perspective, this is a very secure 
way for us to proceed.”

Early Success

The team first used Wdesk to create 
and file Winnebago Industries’ second 
quarter 10-Q. The solution’s one active 
document feature, which gives multiple 
users access to a single document at the 
same time, was a major benefit.

“The best thing about Wdesk is the 
ability to have multiple people working 
in a live document,” says Karen Post, 
Financial Reporting Manager. “You 
don’t have to worry about merging 
or keeping it up to date because 
when you open the document you 
know it’s current and it’s live.”

Nielsen appreciates the one active 
document feature too. “First and 
foremost, I like that I can be in the 
document whenever and wherever I 
want.” That ease of access and version 

W innebago Industries’ financial team faced 
several challenges every time they prepared 
the company’s SEC reports. Their main 

issues included version control problems, duplicate 
changes, multiple reviewers, and tight timelines.

Like many financial reporting teams, they used word 
processing and spreadsheet software to cobble 
together their reports. “It was a horrendously slow 
process, and it was very challenging,” explains Sarah 
Nielsen, Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, 
Winnebago Industries.

The company’s financial team attempted to streamline the 
process in 2008, but found limited success. The process 
remained complex and time consuming. “It was a little 
better, but we were still trying to manage a document 
with multiple authors, and that was our constant struggle,” 
explains Nielsen.

On top of it all, the team knew another challenge was 
looming—the SEC’s impending requirement to submit 
quarterly and annual reports in the new XBRL format. “We 
were already having a lot of dialogue with our existing 
printer on how they would deliver that to us,” says Nielsen.

“I would definitely recommend Wdesk because it meets 
a need that’s so basic to any organization that files 
with the SEC.”

—SARAH NIELSEN, Vice President, Chief Financial Officer



control allowed Winnebago Industries to 
expedite the review process among the 
reporting team and with the company’s 
auditors, audit committee and SEC 
counsel, says Hrubes.

Functionality and Flexibility

While the Wdesk features are impressive, 
the team also appreciates its familiar 
look and feel, which mimics word 
processing and spreadsheet software. 
Post likes the powerful change once, 
update everywhere linking capability 
that automatically updates numbers. 
When source values are changed, all 
linked usages of that value are updated 
throughout the document. This 
eliminates computational errors, saves 
time, and improves accuracy. “Linking is 
another wonderful feature in the Wdesk 
solution,” she says. “We can actually 

have the calculations in the document 
and have them linked.”

Now that they’ve used Wdesk to 
successfully complete a 10-Q, the 
Winnebago Industries team sees other 
potential for the solution. They plan to use 
it for investor relations projects and for 
creating the company’s proxy statement.

When the SEC’s XBRL mandate went into 
effect, the XBRL tagging functionality was 
an important asset. “Originally we were 
looking for a solution to our XBRL needs,” 
says Hrubes. “But Workiva sold us much 
more than XBRL capability.”

The company is still calculating the hard 
and soft cost savings of using Wdesk, 
but they’ve already seen a minimum 
of 30 hours of time savings compared 
to word processing, and are seeing 

significant time savings in the document 
development process. “What we have 
found is that it helps us accelerate the 
whole process,” said Nielsen. Winnebago 
Industries has also eliminated costs 
associated with external EDGARization of 
their quarterly SEC filings.

In just six months, Wdesk has positively 
impacted Winnebago Industries’ 
Financial Department. “Wdesk really 
delivers everything we thought it 
could,” says Nielsen. “I would definitely 
recommend Wdesk because it meets a 
need that’s so basic to any organization 
that files with the SEC.”
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Company:

Winnebago Industries, Inc. 
Forest City, Iowa

Business Profile:

Winnebago Industries manufactures motor homes, and has 
been selling adventure on the open road since 1958. With 
a company mission of “moving forward with innovation 
and quality”, Winnebago Industries has created a brand 
that is synonymous with quality motor homes. Winnebago 
Industries sells RVs under three brand names: Winnebago, 
Itasca and ERA throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Situation:

Winnebago Industries’ Financial Department tried 
to streamline its SEC report development and filing 

process for two years but the process was still complex 
and time consuming.

Solution:

The end-to-end, cloud-based Wdesk SEC reporting solution 
for drafting and filing Winnebago Industries’ SEC reports.

Results:

• A streamlined approach to SEC report 
development and filing.

•  Significant time savings on the SEC document 
development process, including at least 30 hours 
saved on word processing.

•  Embracing and expanding use of a versatile, 

powerful application for SEC reporting.
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